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SAN FRANCISCO - A black 
Oakland police officer who 
claims he was run down and 
beaten by fellow officers who 
mistook him for a suspect during 
a drug raid last year filed a $1.5 
million lawsuit against the offi¬ 
cers yesterday. 

Derrick D. Norfleet, whose 
claim against the city was re¬ 
jected, is also suing the city, city 
manager and police chief in U.S. 
District Court. 

According to the suit, Norfleet 
was working undercover July 11 


when the three officers chased 
him away from a 96th Avenue 
home where the raid was taking 
place. 

Norfleet’s suit says he thought 
the other officers, two of them 
white and the other Asian Amer¬ 
ican, were simulating his arrest 
to conceal his identity as an un¬ 
dercover officer. 

But instead, they rammed him 
with their patrol car and 
punched, kicked and beat him 
with a flashlight, the suit says. 

They ceased the attack only 
when he showed his face to the 


officers, according to the suit 

Also named in the suit were 
Police Chief George Hart and 
City Manager Henry Gardner, 
accused of being indifferent to 
“repeated” brutality of the three 
officers against black citizens. 

None of the officers was sus¬ 
pended after the jpcidgnt. One of 
them. Michael {Cefalul has re¬ 
signed. 

Norfleet, who joined the Oak¬ 
land force two years ago, was on 
disability leave from his job for 
a month after the attack. 

He remains with the force, but 
is not working undercover. 
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Officer, motorist 
in good conditioii 



An Oakland police office?, aijd 
the driver of a vehicle who were 
involved in a collision Wednes¬ 
day night both remained hospi¬ 
talized yesterday. I 

Officer Michael fcefalifrffi . 
was reported in good condition 
at a local hospital with h«$4 arid 
neck injuries. 

Michael Porter, 25, ot ‘Oak¬ 
land. the driver of the other car, 
was reported in good condition 
at Providence Hospital ^i(h 
head and leg injuries. 

Two other occupants Of ..Pos¬ 
ter's car, Danny Raffa, 21, of 
Emeryville and Albert JW<rah- 
aga, 19, of Oakland, were treat¬ 
ed and released. "*11 ! 

Police said Cefalu was driving 
west on 27th Street at aboot 
10:55 p.m. Wednesday en route 
to a call of a mentally ill person 
creating a disturbance oh Ade¬ 
line Street. 

Police said Cefalu did n$t 
have his siren or warning .lights 
on when he went through a'flash¬ 
ing red light at Martin Luthfr 
King Jr. Way and collided with 
Porter's northbound CMVraltt 
Chevette. 


case inconsistencies 


By Tntum ttatl 

Berkeley police said Ron¬ 
ald Griffin’s story of police 
brutality steadily unraveled 
as they gathered physical 
evidence and contacted wit¬ 
nesses in the case: 

■ Griffin’s family had said 
a friend called from a store 
phone booth in the early 
morning hours of May 10 
and said she saw Griffin 
being arrested by police. 

But phone records showed 
no calls from the booth to 
the Griffin household at that 
time. The family friend later 
admitted that someone told 
her to say she saw the ar¬ 
rests. Police would not iden¬ 
tify that person, saying the 
investigation continues. 

■ Griffin said be was 
handcuffed by police who 
beat him with their batons. 

But Griffin’s ‘‘facial cuts 
appeared to have been made 
with something other than a 
baton” and there were no 
bruises indicating he tried to 
duck the blows. Chief Dash 
Butler said in a prepared 
statement 

“There were no bruises or 
cuts on his wrists from the 
handcuffs.” Butler said. 


The blood patterns on 
Griffin’s clothes also indicat¬ 
ed “he was sitting when in¬ 
jured, not standing or lying 
down as he claimed.” 

■ Griffin said he was 
beaten bv^luyr officers — 
. Michael ^efaluj and three 
oilJfP!* wilt Wufe drug task 
force uniforms. 

But an exhaustive review 
of computerized police dis¬ 
patch records showed at 
least one of the four accused 
officers was busy elsewhere 
in the city at the time Grif¬ 
fin said he was beaten. 

“There is no period where 
the four accused officers 
cannot be accounted for ... 
in another location, many of 
which are a substantial dis¬ 
tance away” from the al¬ 
leged beating site, Butler 
said. 

■ Griffin said the beating 
occurred near 67th Street 
and San Pablo Avenue. 

But an examination of 
that area “did not turn up 
any blood or other physical 
evidence to support his 
claims,” Butler said. “Any 
facial wound, particularly as 
serious as Mr. Griffin’s, 
would bleed profusely.” 






Berkeley probes 
alleged beating 
of black by cops 

TUE MAY 12 1992 " r 


By William Brand 
Tribom 9taft writ* 

BERKELEY — The City of 
Berkeley is investigating allega¬ 
tions that four white Berkeley 
police officers severely beat an- 
African American Richmond 
resident here early Sunday. 

The victim. Ronald Griffin. 
25, was listed in fair condition in 
Brookside Hospital last night, 
following more than seven hours 
of oral surgery for broken upper 
and lower jaws and missing and 
damaged teeth, the hospital said. 

Berkeley police spokesman 
Lt. Tom Grant said one officer, 
identified by the Richmond resi- 
1 dent as the one primarily re¬ 
sponsible for the incident, has 
been placed on administrative 
leave until criminal and admin¬ 
istrative investigations are com¬ 
plete. 

Griffin’s sister, Linda Griffin 
of Berkeley, said her brother 
told her be was handcuffed, 
struck on the face by one officer 
using a baton, then beaten into 
unconsciousness at an isolated 
spot behind the East Bay Skills 
Center on San Pablo Avenue 
near Ashby Avenue. 

She said he told her the inci¬ 
dent began when he was walking 
early Sunday morning on 63rd 
Street between Sacramento and 
California streets. Two white 
male officers allegedly pulled up 
to him, asked him to identify 
himself, then drove away. 

Two squad cars came back 
moments later with two addi¬ 
tional officers and be was hand¬ 
cuffed, put in one of the cars and 
driven to the site of the beating, 
she said. 

When he regained conscious¬ 
ness, the officers were gone, she 
said Griffin told her. He then 
walked in a daze to San Pablo, 
where a friend saw him and took 
him to bis wife in Richmond. 
They then took him to the Brook- 
side emergency room. 

San Pablo police interviewed 
him there and called Berkeley 
police, Linda Griffin said. 

Mayor Lorn Hancock yester¬ 
day promised a quick and com¬ 
plete investigation of the 
charges. She said the FBI and 


the Alameda County District At¬ 
torney’s Office are assisting the 
investigation, at the city police 
department’s request 

“If they are true, those offi¬ 
cers are going to be off the po¬ 
lice force and they will be pro¬ 
secuted in criminal court to the 
fullest extent of the law.” she 
said. ‘'There is no place for con¬ 
duct like that in Berkeley.” 

If the charges are untrue, the 
officers will be exonerated, she 
said. 

Lt Grant would not identify 
any of the officers, but sources 
outside Berkeley police identi¬ 
fied the officerjdaijed on leave 
as Michael Cefaluj ) Another 
source confirmed that Cefalu 
had arrested Gnffin on suspicion 
of possession of drugs in late 
March. 

Griffin's sister, Linda, said the 
drug charges against her brother 
were dropped, but because be 
had been arrested, he served 30 
days in San Quentin for parole 
violation. 

Griffin had been released from 
state prison on Feb. 21, after 
serving four years for attempted 
murder and robbery, his sister 
said. 

Cefalu, 28, has been on the 
Berkeley police force for about a 
year. Previously, he was an Oak¬ 
land police officer for several 
years. 

He resigned from the Oakland 
police in 1989 after Cefalu and 
two other Oakland officers were 
sued by a fellow officer, Derrick 
D. Norfleet, for beating him be¬ 
cause they mistakenly thought 
he was a drug dealer. 

Norfleet, who is black and was 
operating undercover at the 
time, subsequently collected a 
$60,000 judgment from the city 
of Oakland. One of the attorneys 
who represented Norfleet, John 
Burris, now represents Griffin, 
Linda Griffin said. 

Linda Griffin, who is acting as 
spokeswoman for the family, 
said her brother knew two of the 
officers, including one officer 
her brother referred to as ‘‘Offi¬ 
cer Soup, like Campbell’s Soup.” 

“Soup is the one who has been 
placed on leave,” she said. 





Oakland cop files 
rtflim over assault 

, TUE DEC 6,1388 

by colleagues 


By Jack Cheevers 

The Tribune 

A black Oakland police offi¬ 
cer, charging he was run over 
and beaten by three other offi¬ 
cers after be made an undercov¬ 
er drug buy, has Tiled a $1.3 mil¬ 
lion claim against the city. 

Officer Derrick Norfleet, 25, 
also alleged he was assaulted 
“solely (because of) his race" as 
police conducted an East Oak¬ 
land drug raid on the night of 
July 22. 

City Attorney Jayne Williams 
said she hadn't seen the claim 
and couldn't comment on it. 
Such claims, which arc legal 
prerequisites to filing a lawsuit, 
are routinely rejected. 

Norfleet's claim said he bad 
already made one undercover 
buy at a MacArthur Boulevard 
motel that evening when he was 
assigned to make a second pur¬ 
chase at a house at 2032 96th 
Ave. in East Oakland. 

Clad in plain clothes, Norfleet 
entered the house while two 
teams of narcotics officers waif- 
ed outside to arrest the dealers, 
his claim said. 

After making the buy, Norf¬ 
leet walked back outside and sig¬ 
naled his partner, who radioed 
the waiting officers to begin 
their arrests. 

Norfleet then jogged up 96th 
Avenue and across Sunnyside 
Street to Carter Park, where he 
heard the squeal of tires and re¬ 
alized one of the arrest teams 
was pursuing him. 

According to his claim, the car 
jumped the curb and chased 
Norfleet into the park. Believing 
the officers planned to fake an 
arrest of him to protect his un¬ 
dercover identity, he stopped 
and put his hands in the air. 

Instead, Norfleet said, the car 
rammed him. The officers then 
began kicking and punching him 
and hitting him with a flashlight. 

When they finally recognized 
him, Norfleet said, the trio 
stopped beating him, saying, 


'If this is a cop they did 
this to, my God, what 
are they doing to other 
people?’ 

— Attorney John Burris 


“We didn't know it was you " 

Those who conducted the beat¬ 
ing were idenUfied^uv-lheclairn 
as officers Mike fcofalouT^T im 
Chun and Bernard Thurman. 

Norfleet suffered “injury and 
trauma” to his head, back, legs 
and ankles, his claim said, along 
with “overwhelming traumatic 
stress associated with a fear of 
being savagely beaten (and) pro¬ 
found anxiety.” 

John Burris, Norfleet's attor¬ 
ney, said the car was moving at 
5 to 15 mph when it struck Nor¬ 
fleet - -. 

Burris said the officer was not 
hospitalized but was later placed 
on disability leave for less than a 
month. He has since returned to 
duty, the lawyer said. 

Police Chief George Hart said 
the incident was investigated by 
the police internal affairs unit, 
but he declined to say if any dis¬ 
ciplinary action was taken 
against any officers. 

Burris said the incident was 
“certainly a mistake” but that 
Norfleet was attacked only be 
cause he is black. 

•‘I don't think it was a police 
officer they thought they wen 
running over,” he said. “But the 
ran over a black person the 
thought was involved in narec 
ics.” 

“Even if he (Norfleet) wa 
dope dealer, he still hadn’t d 
anything that would justif 
assault. If this is a cop thf 
this to, my God, what ar 
doing to other people?" 





nermey onicers aetenaea 


By William Brand 
and Daniel Vasquaz 
Tribune ittH writers 


The attorney for four Berkeley police of¬ 
ficers accused of beating a black Richmond 
man said yesterday that police department 
dispatch records and other evidence show 
they were elsewhere at the time. 

Ronald Griffin, 25, alleges he was beaten 
by the officers early Sunday. Last night, a 
march to protest the alleged brutality drew 
about 100 people, mostly black youths', to the 
city's Police Review Commission meeting. 

San Francisco attorney Michael Rains 
contends dispatch records show that two of 
the officers were engaged in a lengthy car 
stop during the lime Griffin allegedly was 
brutalized. — 

The third officer. Mikefcefaipl also made 
a car stop at that time, Rains said. Cefalu has 
been identified by Griffin as being primarily 
responsible for the incident. 


“The fourth officer was in fact writing 
police reports at the station from 10 p.m. to 2 
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a.m. There are witnesses and 
other evidence to support that," 
Rains said. 

Griffin was discharged yester¬ 
day from Brookside Hospital in 
San Pablo, where he was hospi¬ 
talized about 2 a.m. Sunday with 
broken upper and lower jaws, 
missing and displaced teeth and 
other injuries. Griffin underwent 
surgery on his jaw on Monday. 

Minutes before the Police Re¬ 
view Commission meeting last 
night, a crowd of chanting 
protesters approached the 
Berkeley Senior Center and 
blocked the Ellis Street building 
entrance temporarily while 
shouting "We want justice." 

The crowd had gathered ear¬ 
lier at San Pablo Park, where 
people spoke about the alleged 
beating of Griffin. 

"I'm here today to support my 
brother,” said 20-year-old Tere¬ 
sa. his youngest sister. “Some¬ 
body has to." 

Griffin’s family said he had 
complained about being ha¬ 
rassed by Berkeley police since 
he was 14. The family had tried 
to remain unnoticed, but was 
drawn into speaking. 

“The Berkeley police are a 
different breed nowadays. I’ve 
lived in Berkeley for 40 years 
and the police are different now. 
They are mepn, ornery and they 


don't give a damn about blacks,” 
said Edna Williams, whose 
daughter is married to Griffin s 
brother. 


The Police Review Commis¬ 
sion said it has been investigat¬ 
ing Cefalu since he was hired by 
the Berkeley department after 
resigning from the Oakland po¬ 
lice force in 1989. Cefalu and 
two other police officers had 
been sued by a fellow Oakland 
officer for beating him because 
they had mistakenly thought he 
was a drug dealer. The Berkeley 
commission wants to know why 
he was hired. 

Last night the commission 
voted to ask the police depart¬ 
ment if Cefalu is or ever has 
been on probation and also to 
release the names of the other 
officers allegedly involved in the 
Griffin beating. 

Cefalu, 28, has been placed on 
administrative leave pending an 
investigation of Griffin’s allega¬ 
tions by the city, which is being 
assisted by the Alameda County 
District Attorney’s office. The 
FBI is conducting its own inves¬ 
tigation. 

Berkeley police have not re¬ 
leased information on any of the 
four officers' movements during 
the period between 10 p.m. this 
past Saturday night and 2 a.m. 
Sunday. 

But Berkeley police spokes¬ 


man Lt, Tom Grant said a new 
computer-assisted dispatch sys¬ 
tem recorded 98 calls for assist¬ 
ance dunng those hours. The 18 
officers on patrol handled all of 
the calls. 

"It was a very busy night.” he 
said. 

Griffin's accusation drew at¬ 
tention at Tuesday night's city 
council meeting. 

There, protesters shouted 
down Mayor Loni Hancock at 
one point. 

Hancock, backed by the entire 
Berkeley City Council, said the 
city is treating the allegations 
"absolutely seriously." 

"If there is any truth to these 
charges, the city is determined 
to press criminal charges 
against those officers," Hancock 
said over shouts and hoots from 
several angry spectators, who 
later charged that civil rights 
abuses and police brutality oc¬ 
cur frequently in the city. Their 
complaints, they said, are rou¬ 
tinely ignored. 

Griffin had been released 
from state prison Feb. 21, after 
serving four years for attempted 
murder and robbery, his sister, 
Linda, said. Sources said Cefalu 
had arrested him on suspicion of 
drug possession in March. The 
charges were dropped but be¬ 
cause Griffin had been arrested, 
he served 30 days in prison for 
parole violation, his sister said. 
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victim 


doty Bcriatief . <*p jxviiahJy 
jswsrd Mm a lot of c«A. 

Tbf tarn men kn Jad, both 
firm Bfeteacnd. »f suspect* 
in » complk-j&ed B>v»ney- 
1 ewirriong ftaad case. They 
| tandrd in >3 afctr a chase ^ 

| rflfcer • 

, "l 1 nlbfTSBtJldK ' 1 ihe victim 
•^'altr-d off while Officer O- 
and nur other pot were 
ooBadng tiie sasports." &aad 1 
l LL Mid id de Law. Berkeley 
pcdioe spokesnjui ,J We cant 
told these guys wites* the 
victim tana up, so we really 
i need help Sliding han." 

De Latour said that Cc&la 
i saw the two men in conversa¬ 
tion with the apparent victim, 
who was wearing a wlute T- 
'4ssi\ and tan pants. Celaln iu» 
worked ns a detective in the 
fraud draaon and recognized 
the two men m cornttann 
witii old cases. He parked his 
motorcycle and edged dose to 
the group. 

*1lie way these deals go 
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! fraud find someone with 
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money. They win the Aictim's 
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withdraw a large sum of money, 
then they give him their money to 
hold along with his own money,” de 
Labour said. 

But the con artists’ money usu¬ 
ally is nothing but paper. The bun¬ 
dles get switched and the victim 
winds up with the bag full of paper, 
de Labour said. 

The group broke up and the 
victim walked away. Cefalu, who 
was not in uniform, tried to stop the 


suspects.- but they drove off. Ber¬ 
keley Police CapL Phil Doran, who 
was passing by, and a uniformed of¬ 
ficer joined Cefalu to stop the pair. 

“They found the scam letter, 
fake rolls of U.S. currency and a 
black bandanna to wrap it in," de 
Labour said. He said it appears Ce¬ 
falu interrupted the switch. 

*We would like the victim to can 
out fraud division. The call is confi¬ 
dential, but we need the call to 
cilarge these guys," he said. 

The number is 644-6770. 
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By William Brand 

Trtbvn• ttttt wrrttr 

BERKELEY — Police here say 
they now have solid evidence that the 
Richmond black man who claimed he 
was beaten 10 days ago by four white 
Berkeley cops made up the entire epi¬ 
sode to cover his involvement in a 
three-city crime spree, the Oakland 
Tribune has learned. 


Police would not comment further, 
but non-police sources close to the in¬ 
vestigation said Ronald Lee Griffin’s 
story began to unravel with the arrest 
Monday night of an associate. Thomas 
Samuel Wallace, on a warrant charging 
him with two armed robberies in 
Berkeley on the night of May 0. 

Sources said police believe Griffin 
attempted to rob a drug dealer and bad 


man made up beating story 

his jaw broken when bis victim hit him car lowed »____ ° 


his jaw broken when bis victim hit him 
with a gun butt. 

Wallace, 28, of Oakland remained in 
custody last night at Berkeley City Jail 
and was talking to officers'about Ihe 
Saturday night rampage, sources con¬ 
firmed. 

Sources said evidence positively 
linking Griffin to the betting in another 
city was found late Monday in a stolen 


car towed away from a West Oakland 
service station May 11 . 

had not been charged or 
arrested last night, but he has been 
several times and is stick¬ 
ing to his allegations of a police beat¬ 
ing, sources said. Griffin could not be 
reached last night for comment. 

Attorney Mike Rains, who repre¬ 
sents the four Berkeley patrol officers. 


has insisted from the beginning that 
they did not beat Griffin. 

The fact that authorities know Mr 

t^v“ , v£. ,DV ?' vcd in •**«** cisr* 
ta,nI > vindicates the officers of any 
wrongdoing." Rains said |a St n> 

Vow that a law¬ 
suit wUl be Tiled againsUJfiffin and his 

See PtnflcE. Page A1S 




Continued from Page A- 1 

attorneys, saying they “can't 
just expect to walk away" alter 
making the original allegations. 

Berkeley Police Chief Dash 
Butler has scheduled a press 
conference for 3 p m. today to 
present results of the non-stop 
investigation into Griffin's alle¬ 
gations. Representatives of the 
FBI and the NAACP will be 
present as well as will Berkeley 
investigators and representa¬ 
tives of the Berkeley Police As¬ 
sociation. Butler said. 

Family members said Wal¬ 
lace brought Griffin to Brook- 
side Hospital in San Pablo about 
2 a.m. Mav 10. Griffin told San 
Pablo police that four white 
Berkeley officers picked him up, 
took him to an isolated spot and 
beat him. In an interview with 
Berkeley police detectives later 
in the day, Griffin identified Of¬ 
ficer frlike Cefalu^ and another 
officer. 

The allegations — just days 
after a Southern California jury 
exonerated four Los Angeles po¬ 
lice officers for the beating of 
Rodney King — touched off a 
furor in the Bay Area. Protes¬ 
ters marched in Berkeley de¬ 
manding that Cefalu be fired. 

Cefalu had resigned from the 
Oakland police force after he 
and two other officers were 
named in a civil rights suit filed 
by another Oakland police offi¬ 
cer. The officer charged them 
with beating him when he was 
working undercover and mas¬ 
querading as a drug dealer. 

Cefalu. who has been on ad¬ 
ministrative leave, has been 
strongly supported throughout 
the investigation by Butler and 
the rest of the department. 

Fellow officers suspected the 
beating allegations may have 
been retaliation for Cefalu’s ar¬ 
rest of Griffin on a drug charge 
In late March. The drug charge 
was later dropped, but the arrest 
resulted in a parole violation 
that sent Griffin back to prison 
for 30 days. 

As many as 40 of Berkeley’s 
more than 160 sworn officers 
have been working on the case, 
Berkeley police Lt. Tom Grant 
said. 

Grant would not confirm de¬ 
tails that police have discovered. 

“Let’s just say that people 
around here have been working 
real hard and we’ve discovered 


that the allegations are In fact 
absolutely false," Grant said. 

A narrative pieced together 
from non-police sources indicat¬ 
ed that Wallace and Griffin may 
have stolen a Mazda in Rich¬ 
mond or Berkeley on May 9 and 
then drove to the 800 block of 
Ensenada Avenue, a quiet neigh¬ 
borhood in the Berkeley Hills. A 
pedestrian was robbed at gun¬ 
point on Ensenada. 

Then around midnight that 
night, a man entering his car on 
Camelia Street in West Berkeley 
was robbed at gunpoint and the 
robbers drove off in the car. 

Wallace was booked for those 
robberies, sources said. 

After another robbery at¬ 
tempt. where the drug dealer al¬ 
legedly attacked Griffin, the sec¬ 
ond stolen car was abandoned at 
the West Oakland service sta¬ 
tion. sources said. 

Wallace then drove Griffin to 
Brookside Hospital where be 
made bis cop-beating allega¬ 
tions. 

Yesterday, attorney Rains 
said Griffin’s lawyers should 
have been “more responsible in 
their investigation before mak¬ 
ing allegations to the media. Had 
they acted responsibly It would 
not have put the entire (Berke¬ 
ley) department through the in¬ 
famy it was put through last 
week." 

Rains said that although a 
burden has been lifted from the 
officers’ shoulders, they still 
have been “irreparably dam¬ 
aged from the assertions.” 

He added it would be difficult 
to “overcome the scars opened 
up in the department over this.” 

Both Griffin and Wallace have 
extensive criminal records for 
drug dealing, auto theft and acts 
of violence, and have spent time 
in state prison, according to doc¬ 
uments filed in Alameda County 
Superior Court. 

They apparently both “ran 
with” a group of drug dealers 
and thieves who operated in 
West Berkeley, according to 
sources and court records. 

Wallace, whose nickname is 
“Chill,” has a juvenile arrest 
record dating to when be was 13 
years old, according to court 
records. 

As an adult be has been arrest¬ 
ed for assault with a deadly 
weapon, possession of cocaine 
for sale, burglary, petty theft, 
drunken driving, car burglary 


and auto theft, the records show. 

In one case in 1987. Wallace 
was arrested on a drug charge in 
West Berkeley when police bust¬ 
ed a rock cocaine ring working 
out of an apartment house on 
10th Street, according to the 
records. 

In 1984 he was arrested by 
Oakland police after he alleged¬ 
ly threatened to kill a woman 
and then hit her husband in Ibe 
face with an Uzi. according to 
court records. 

When Wallace was arrested, 
police searched his car and 
found a semiautomatic rifle, an 
M-2 carbine, a Lugcr pistol and a 
semiautomatic Colt pistol, the 
records state. 

Wallace has been convicted of 
possession of cocaine, burglary 
and receipt of stolen property 
and has had his probation re¬ 
voked on other occasions be¬ 
cause of more offenses. 

Griffin, who grew up in West 
Berkeley and whose nickname is 
"Little Speedy,” has been arrest¬ 
ed for assaulting a police officer, 
attempted murder, vehicle theft, 
resisting arrest and drug posses¬ 
sion. 

“(Griffin) is called ’tittle 
Speedy* in Berkeley by Berkeley 
Police Department officers and 
apparently gives false informa¬ 
tion when stopped, then takes off 
fast,” according to a probation 
report filed in court 

In 1989, Griffin was convicted 
of armed robbery and sentenced 
to five years in state prison for 
stealing money from a Berkeley 
man. One of Griffin’s accom¬ 
plices allegedly shot the man in 
the shoulder during the robbery, 
according to court records. 

Griffin also had a juvenile ar¬ 
rest record, escaped from a 
summer camp for delinquents 
and “has a history of violence 
and brandishing weapons," ac¬ 
cording to the court records. 

He has been involved in nu¬ 
merous altercations with police 
in several East Bay cities, usual¬ 
ly because be tried to flee wben 
being questioned by officers, ac¬ 
cording to the records. 

In one case in 1985. an Albany 
police officer swung his baton at 
Griffin while trying to stop him. 
accidentally hitting Griffin on 
the head and sending turn to the 
hospital. 

— Tribune etaff writers Real 
Grwbtnricz end Harry Heme con¬ 
tributed to ttm report 





Tm an easy target,’ cleared. Berkeley cop says 
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By Paul Grabomci and Harry Hama 


'M 


When Berkeley police officer Michae^ 
(CefaTihsaw the videotape of the Rodney 


% ) saw the videotape of the_ 

ITlMg Heating, he said he was appalled. 

"It appeared to me to be a blatant act of 
misuse of police force." Cefalu said. "I was 
upset as a police officer because I knew it 
would affect my job" by increasing public 
distrust. 


Cefalu’s prediction would come true, but 
in a way that he could not have imagined. 

A week and a half after four Los Angeles 
officers were acquitted of beating King. Ce¬ 
falu found himself the target of a sensation¬ 
al charge that he was one of four white 
Berkeley officers who beat a black Rich¬ 
mond man. Ronald Lee Griffin. 

Now, Cefalu and the three other Berke¬ 
ley officers have been cleared and Griffin is 


in jail. 

But for 12 long days before investigators 
discounted Griffin's claims, Cefalu was a 
lightning rod for rage over police brutality. 
His history of excessive-force complaints m 
Berkeley and previously as an Oakland offi¬ 
cer became front-page news. 

"As the media began spreading my 
name around. I was devastated." Cefalu 
said, yesterday in his first interview since 


Griffin made the beating claim May 12. "It 
was emotionally traumatizing to sit at 
home and see my name and my picture... I 
was on CNN. ’ 

"When it became apparent close founds 
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UQB78,warded $60,000 for police brutality complaint 


By Craig Staata 

IritHim ttuft mrOf 

SAN FRANCISCO - A federal court jury yes¬ 
terday awarded $60,000 in damages to a black 
Oakland city police officer who said he was run 
down and beaten by fellow officers daring a drug 
bust gone awry 

Officer Derm k D Norfleet. who took th* 
stand during a five day trial, said he hoped the 
decision would send .1 message to other people who 
have been mistreated by police to crime forward 
and tell their stories 

‘ This kind of conduct does exist in every police 


department/' Norfleet said. "What they did was 
wrong. 

One of Norfleet's attorneys. Oakland . John 
Burris, tailed the judgment ‘a tremendous vic¬ 
tory." 

"U was more a question of principle for him 
than money.” Burris said. 

Norfleet was working undercover in July 1988 
when he was assigned to make a drug buy at a 
house cm ‘.16th Avenue in East Oakland 

After making the buy, Norfleet walked outside 
and signaled his partner, then jogged up 96th Ave¬ 
nue to a nearby park. 


According to Norfleet, a team of city police 
officers followed him in a car. then jumped the 
curb and chased him through the park 

He- said he believed the officers planned to 
take an arrest of him to protec t his undercover 
identity, so he stepped and put hi*; hands up 

ITowevcr. the car — traveling at an estimated 
5 to 15 mph rjtuouiUl Norfleet and the three 
officers — MikcCiefolotiufruil Chun and Bernard 
Thurman -- got out ano began launching, kicking 
and hitting him with a flashlight, according to the 
lawsuit 

The attack continued until they recognized 


Norfleet as a fellow police officer 

The $60,000 award was levied against Cefalou. 
the car's driver. The jury awarded no punitive 
damages and levied no damages against Chun or 
Thurman Burris said 

Since the incident Cefalou and Chun have left 
the police department 

Norfleet. 28. continues to work as a patrol 
officer, assigned to a central Fast Oakland beat 
that stretches Irom Fruitvale Avenue to 73rd Ave¬ 
nue. 

Lawyers in the city attorney's office did not 
return telephone calls yesterday to comment. 



